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This copy was, however, far from being written with the
neatness which his father desired; nor did the booksellers,
to whom it was offered, make proposals very agreeable to
the expectations of the young translator; but, after having
examined the performance in their manner, and deter-
mined to print it upon conditions not very advantageous,
returned it to be transcribed, that the printers might not
be embarrassed with a copy so difficult to read.

Barretier was now advanced to the latter end of his
twelfth year, and had made great advances in his studies,
notwithstanding an obstinate tumour in his left hand, which
gave him great pain, and obliged him to a tedious and
troublesome method of cure; and reading over his per-
formance, was so far from contenting himself with barely
transcribing it, that he altered the greatest part of the
notes, new-modelled the dissertations, and augmented the
book to twice its former bulk.

The few touches which his father bestowed upon the
revisal of the book, though they are minutely set down by
him in the preface, are so inconsiderable, that it is not
necessary to mention them; and it may be much more
agreeable, as well as useful, to exhibit the short account
which he there gives of the method by which he enabled
his son to show, so early, how easy an attainment is the
knowledge of the languages, a knowledge which some men
spend their lives in cultivating, to the neglect of more
valuable studies, and which they seem to regard as the
highest perfection of human nature.

What applauses are due to an old age, wasted in a
scrupulous attention to particular accents and etymologies,
may appear, says his father, by seeing how little time is
required to arrive at such an eminence in these studies
as many, even of these venerable doctors, have not at-
tained, for want of rational methods and regular ap-
plication.

This censure is, doubtless, just, upon those who spend
too much of their lives upon useless niceties, or who
appear to labour without making any progress; but, as the